
GREAT NECK NEWSLETTER 

February 23, 2024 

Get a glimpse of what’s going on inside the school by clicking here 

UPCOMING EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

February 23        GN Pasta Dinner & Basket Raffle @ Great Neck 5-7pm
February 28        Dine to Donate– Nana’s Byrek       12-9pm
March 7             Early Dismissal– P/T Conferences   12:25pm
March 13            GN PTA Meeting– GN Library   5:30pm
March 24             Save the Date– GN Pool Party TBD
March 29            School Holiday– NO SCHOOL 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

If there is an educa onal topic 
that you would like more infor‐
ma on about, please let us 

know!  We’re happy to include 
more informa on about educa‐
onal topics in our newsle ers. 

Great Neck School would like to say 
a big THANK YOU to our PTA for 
donating $500 worth of new recess 
equipment for our students!

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1gMwlIWEZ8RvsVR1jJMav380Ge7L6GXNl?usp=drive_link


Early Dismissal on 3/7/2024 

Dear Great Neck Families … 

Thursday, March 7th, is an early dismissal day for 
students (12:15 p.m. dismissal ).  The afternoon is 
reserved for parent/teacher conferences.  

In November, conferences were scheduled for every 
student.  Our March conferences are only scheduled if 
your child’s teacher and/or you feel a conference is 
necessary.  Your child’s teacher will reach out to you 
should they feel a conference is necessary.  If you don’t 
hear from them and you feel that you would like to have 
a conference, please email your child’s teacher.  We will 
offer conferences via Zoom or in-person based on your 
preference. 

As always, I appreciate your support and will happily 
accommodate all parents who would like to set up a time 
to speak with their child’s teacher.  Be well! 

With appreciation, 

Billie 











 

January 31, 2024 

Dear Parents, 

READ TO RIDE, INC. is a non-profit organization designed to reward children who participate in our 
reading incentive program. Students in Kindergarten-3RD grade who participate in the Read to Ride 
program will have the chance to win a bicycle and helmet. Students in 4-5th grade will have the chance to 
win a $100 Gift Certificate to Dick’s Sporting Goods for their participation in this program. The program 
is designed not only to exercise the mind through reading, but also the body through exercise. Our 
mission is to inspire children to create good reading habits and to be physically active.  

What does this mean for your child? When your children submit their weekly reading log, they will 
receive one chance to be entered into the May drawing for a free bicycle and helmet for Kindergarten - 
3rd grade students, and a $100 Gift Certificate to Dick’s Sporting Goods for 4-5th grade students.  
There will be a drawing held for Kindergarten through fifth grade students in May, in which there will be 
one girl and one boy winner from each grade level.   

Please encourage your child to read at home for the set minimum weekly minutes based on their grade 
level. This should be above and beyond what is expected of your child for homework at school. 
Kindergarten = 30 minutes       
Grade 1 = 40 minutes       
Grade 2 = 60 minutes       
Grades 3 & 4 = 80 minutes (1 hour 20 min.) 
Grade 5 = 120 minutes (2 hours) 

The program will begin on Friday, February 23rdh and will end on Friday, April 5th. Thank you for 
encouraging your children to participate in the Read to Ride program. 

Sincerely, 

THE READ TO RIDE BOARD MEMBERS 

Officers: 
Billy Caron, President 

Brandon Hyde, Vice President 
Erin Spurgas, Secretary 

Peter Maneri, Treasurer 

Directors: 
Michal Podeszwa, School Liaison 

Cynthia Beauregard School Liaison 
     Bill 

Barlow 
Rich 

Denesha 

Members: 
William R. Sweeney 

Mark Brown 

Founding Member: 
Ben Lathrop Read To Ride, Inc. 

21 Stott Avenue Norwich, CT 06360 www.readtoride.org 

PTuneski
Text Box
Please note: While this letter states this is for K-5, Pre-k students are also invited to read along with a parent and participate.



 is de�ned as the ability to read with   , good , and appropriate expression. In
order to understand what they read, children must be able to read �uently whether they are
reading aloud or silently. When reading aloud, �uent readers read in phrases and add intonation
appropriately. Their reading is smooth and has expression.

Children who do not read with �uency sound choppy and awkward. Those students may have
di�culty with  skills or they may just need more practice with speed and smoothness in
reading. Fluency is also important for motivation; children who �nd reading laborious tend not to
want read! As readers head into upper elementary grades, �uency becomes increasingly
important. The volume of reading required in the upper elementary years escalates dramatically.
Students whose reading is slow or labored will have trouble meeting the reading demands of their
grade level.

Fluency accuracy speed

decoding

What the problem looks like

A kid’s perspective: What this feels like to me

Children will usually express their frustration and di�culties in a general way, with statements like
“I hate reading!” or “This is stupid!”. But if they could, this is how kids might describe how �uency
di�culties in particular a�ect their reading:

A parent’s perspective: What I see at home

Here are some clues for parents that a child may have problems with �uency:

I just seem to get stuck when I try to read a lot of the words in this chapter.

It takes me so long to read something.

Reading through this book takes so much of my energy, I can’t even think about what it means.

He knows how to read words but seems to take a long time to read a short book or passage
silently.

She reads a book with no expression.

He stumbles a lot and loses his place when reading something aloud.



Target the Problem: Fluency

https://www.readingrockets.org/


A teacher’s perspective: What I see in the classroom

Here are some clues for teachers that a student may have problems with �uency:

She reads aloud very slowly.

She moves her mouth when reading silently (subvocalizing).

Her results on words-correct-per-minute assessments are below grade level or targeted
benchmark.

She has di�culty and grows frustrated when reading aloud, either because of speed or
accuracy.

He does not read aloud with expression; that is, he does not change his tone where
appropriate.

She does not “chunk” words into meaningful units.

When reading, he doesn’t pause at meaningful breaks within sentences or paragraphs.

How to help

With the help of parents and teachers, kids can learn strategies to cope with �uency issues that
a�ect his or her reading. Below are some tips and speci�c things to do.

What kids can do to help themselves

What parents can do to help at home

Track the words with your �nger as a parent or teacher reads a passage aloud. Then you read
it.

Have a parent or teacher read aloud to you. Then, match your voice to theirs.

Read your favorite books and poems over and over again. Practice getting smoother and
reading with expression.

Support and encourage your child. Realize that he or she is likely frustrated by reading.

Check with your child’s teachers to �nd out their assessment of your child’s word decoding
skills.

If your child can decode words well, help him or her build speed and accuracy by:

Reading aloud and having your child match his voice to yours

Having your child practice reading the same list of words, phrase, or short passages several
times





What teachers can do to help at school

Reminding your child to pause between sentences and phrases

Read aloud to your child to provide an example of how �uent reading sounds.

Give your child books with predictable  and clear rhythmic patterns so the child can
“hear” the sound of �uent reading as he or she reads the book aloud.

vocabulary

Use books on tapes; have the child follow along in the print copy.

Assess the student to make sure that word decoding or word recognition is not the source of
the di�culty (if decoding is the source of the problem, decoding will need to be addressed in
addition to reading speed and phrasing).

Give the student independent level texts that he or she can practice again and again. Time the
student and calculate words-correct-per-minute regularly. The student can chart his or her own
improvement.

Ask the student to match his or her voice to yours when reading aloud or to a tape recorded
reading.

Read a short passage and then have the student immediately read it back to you.

Have the student practice reading a passage with a certain emotion, such as sadness or
excitement, to emphasize expression and intonation.

Incorporate timed repeated readings into your instructional repertoire.

Plan lessons that explicitly teach students how to pay attention to clues in the text (for
example, punctuation marks) that provide information about how that text should be read.

Browse our �uency library

Learn more about how to build children’s �uency skills through our articles, tips for parents, video,
FAQs, and research briefs. Visit our Fluency section ›
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https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/fluency








IMPORTANT REMINDER 
Drop-off times at Great Neck Elementary School for all students in 
grades PK-5 are between 8:25 and 8:35 a.m.  Please do not arrive 
more than 5 minutes  early and please DO NOT drop your students off 
and leave them outside the door without adult supervision.  Great Neck 
Staff come out for arrival to great and assist students at 8:25 
a.m.  Please remain in your vehicle with your child/children until 
Great Neck Staff come outside to begin the arrival process.  Student 
safety is important and we want to ensure all students are always su-
pervised.   
 
Dismissal time for Walkers is 3:05 p.m.  Students do not come out-
side to be unified with their parent/guardian/family member until 3:05 
p.m.  Please do not arrive too early.  Recently we have noticed multi-
ple cars arriving before 2:30 p.m.  This results in traffic back-ups on 
Goshen Road.  Please do your best to arrive at dismissal time, which is 
3:05 p.m.  If you need to arrive early, please park in the overflow lot 
until it is time to pull into the lot.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Lastly, DO NOT under any circumstances pull into the bus lane dur-
ing arrival and/or dismissal times.  There should not be any vehicles 
other than school transportation vehicles in the bus lane between 8:15 
a.m. and 8:40 a.m. AND between 3:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m.   
 
We appreciate everyone’s willingness to work together to make our ar-
rival and dismissal processes as safe and smooth as possible.   For 
those of you that have other adults picking up your children, please 
share this important information with them.  Thank you. 





https://great-neck-pta.square.site/product/5th-grade-bingo-night/34?cs=true&cst=custom




https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2flink.entourageyearbooks.com%2fYBStore%2fYearbookStoreMain.asp%3fyearbook_id%3d78055&c=E,1,avlOmH3uMYzsoCr5uEskx8O2os1UNTpxvk5OWjkIoXMTbCLN5be9v9W2uiP2eltjIbUpf8q0O6yrsdxJjgtA3E8h_7ym7iowIVPPuxVTv-P1&typo=1



























